B.A. T.Y. OPTIONAL ENGLISH: MODERN
STRUCTURE OF ENGLISH

The Organs of Speech

Introduction: The organs of speech, also known as articulatory organs, are the

various parts of the human body involved in producing speech sounds. These

organs work together to shape and manipulate the airflow from the lungs into

different speech sounds.

Speech Organs
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The main organs of speech are:




Lungs: The lungs are not directly involved in articulation, but they are the source
of the airflow required for speech production. When we speak, air is expelled

from the lungs and passes through the vocal tract.

Larynx: The larynx, commonly known as the voice box, is located in the throat.
It houses the vocal cords, which can be tightened or relaxed to produce different
pitch levels and vocal sounds.

. Vocal Cords: The vocal cords are two folds of tissue located inside the larynx.
They vibrate when air passes through, producing voiced sounds such as vowels
and certain consonants.

Pharynx: The pharynx is the cavity at the back of the mouth and nasal passages.
It plays a crucial role in shaping the resonating chamber for different speech
sounds.

Oral Cavity: The oral cavity, or mouth, is where most of the speech sounds are
formed. It includes the tongue, teeth, alveolar ridge (the bony ridge behind the

upper front teeth), hard palate, and soft palate.

. Tongue: The tongue is one of the most important organs of speech. It is highly

flexible and can move to different positions within the mouth, shaping the vocal
tract to produce various speech sounds.

. Teeth: The teeth play a role in the production of some speech sounds, particularly
certain consonants that involve contact between the tongue and teeth, like "th" and

S.
. Alveolar Ridge: The alveolar ridge is the bony ridge located just behind the
upper front teeth. It is involved in the articulation of certain consonant sounds like
"t "d," "n," and "."

Hard Palate: The hard palate is the bony structure on the roof of the mouth. It
plays a role in shaping the oral cavity and is involved in the production of some

speech sounds.




10. Soft Palate (Velum): The soft palate is the soft tissue at the back of the roof of
the mouth. It can be raised or lowered to close off the nasal cavity, allowing for

the production of nasal sounds like "m™ and "n."

These organs work in coordination to produce the wide range of speech sounds
found in human languages. The precise movements and positioning of these

organs allow us to articulate the sounds necessary for effective communication.

Speech sounds, also known as phonemes, are the basic units of sound in language.
They are the building blocks of spoken language and are combined to form words
and sentences. Speech sounds can be classified based on various features, such as
their articulation, voicing, and manner of production. Here is a description and

classification of speech sounds:

. Description of Speech Sounds:

a. Articulation: Articulation refers to how speech sounds are physically produced
or articulated in the vocal tract. It involves the movement and positioning of the

various organs of speech, such as the tongue, lips, teeth, and palate.

b. Voicing: Voicing refers to whether the vocal cords vibrate or remain inactive
during the production of a speech sound. If the vocal cords vibrate, the sound is

voiced; if they do not vibrate, the sound is voiceless.

c. Manner of Production: Manner of production refers to how the airflow is
obstructed or modified to produce a speech sound. Common manners of

production include stops, fricatives, affricates, nasals, liquids, and glides.

Classification of Speech Sounds:

a. Consonants: Consonants are speech sounds produced with some degree of
constriction or obstruction of the airflow in the vocal tract. They can be further

classified based on several features:




Place of Articulation: This refers to where the airflow is constricted or
obstructed in the vocal tract. Examples include bilabial (both lips), alveolar
(tongue tip against the alveolar ridge), and velar (back of the tongue against the
soft palate).

Manner of Articulation: This refers to how the airflow is modified or blocked to
produce the sound. Examples include stops (complete blockage and release of
airflow), fricatives (narrowing of the airflow to create friction), and affricates (a
combination of stops and fricatives).

Voicing: Consonants can be either voiced (vocal cords vibrate) or voiceless

(vocal cords do not vibrate).

b. Vowels: Vowels are speech sounds produced with a relatively open vocal tract,
allowing the free flow of air. They are characterized by the shape and position of

the tongue and the openness of the mouth.

Height: Vowels can be classified based on the height of the tongue in the mouth,
such as high, mid, or low vowels.

Backness: Vowels can also be classified based on the position of the tongue in
the mouth, such as front, central, or back vowels.

Lip Rounding: Vowels can be rounded or unrounded, depending on the shape of

the lips during their production.

By combining various consonants and vowels, languages create a vast array of

speech sounds, allowing for the rich and diverse communication found in human

languages worldwide. Understanding the classification and description of speech
sounds is essential for the study of phonetics and phonology, which are branches
of linguistics that analyze the sounds of language and their patterns.

Description and Classification of Consonants:

Consonants are speech sounds produced with some degree of constriction or
obstruction of the airflow in the vocal tract. They play a crucial role in forming

the structure of words and are combined with vowels to create syllables and




words in spoken language. Consonants can be classified based on several features,

including their place of articulation, manner of articulation, and voicing.

Three term Labels of Consonants:
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Here is a detailed description and classification of consonants:

1. Description of Consonants:

a. Place of Articulation: This refers to where the airflow is constricted or
obstructed in the vocal tract when producing the consonant sound. Different
consonants are formed by modifying the position of various speech organs, such

as the tongue, lips, teeth, and palate. Common places of articulation include:




Bilabial: The airflow is obstructed by bringing both lips together. Examples: /p/
(as in "pat™), /b/ (as in "bat™), /m/ (as in "mat").

Labiodental: The bottom lip contacts the upper teeth. Examples: /f/ (as in "fan"),
Ivl (as in "van™).

Dental: The tip of the tongue contacts the upper front teeth. Example: /6/ (as in
"think™), /8/ (as in "this™).

Alveolar: The tip or blade of the tongue contacts the alveolar ridge (the bony
ridge behind the upper front teeth). Examples: /t/ (as in "tap"), /d/ (as in "dog"),
In/ (as in "net").

Palatal: The middle of the tongue contacts the hard palate. Examples: /f/ (as in
"she"), /3/ (as in "measure"), /t[/ (as in "church").

Velar: The back of the tongue contacts the soft palate or velum. Examples: /k/ (as
in “cat"), /g/ (as in "go"), /n/ (as in "sing").

Glottal: The constriction occurs at the glottis (the opening between the vocal

cords). Examples: /h/ (as in "hat").

b. Manner of Articulation: This refers to how the airflow is modified or blocked

to produce the consonant sound. Different manners of articulation include:

Stops (Plosives): The airflow is completely blocked and then released. Examples:
Ip/ (as in "pat™), /b/ (as in "bat"), /t/ (as in "tap"), /d/ (as in "dog"), /k/ (as in "cat"),
/g/ (as in "go™).

Fricatives: The airflow is narrowed, creating a turbulent noise. Examples: /f/ (as
in "fan"), /v/ (as in "van"), /s/ (as in "sit"), /z/ (as in "zip"), /[/ (as in "she"), /3/ (as
in "measure™).

Affricates: A combination of a stop and a fricative, with a brief complete
blockage followed by a narrowed airflow. Examples: /t/ (as in "church"), /d3/ (as
in "judge™).

Nasals: The airflow passes through the nose instead of the mouth. Examples: /m/
(as in "mat"), /n/ (as in "net"), /n/ (as in "sing").

Liquids: The airflow is not completely obstructed but is allowed to flow
smoothly around the tongue. Examples: /I/ (as in "leg"), /r/ (as in "run").




Glides (Semi-vowels): The airflow is slightly constricted, and the tongue moves

quickly from one position to another. Examples: /j/ (as in "yes"), /w/ (as in "wet").

c. Voicing: Consonants can be either voiced or voiceless, depending on whether

the vocal cords vibrate during their production.

Voiced Consonants: The vocal cords vibrate when producing these consonants,
creating a buzzing or humming sound. Examples: /b/ (as in "bat"), /d/ (as in
"dog"), /v/ (as in "van"), /z/ (as in "zip"), /3/ (as in "measure"), /g/ (as in "go").
Voiceless Consonants: The vocal cords do not vibrate when producing these
consonants, resulting in a more airy sound. Examples: /p/ (as in "pat"), /t/ (as in
"tap"), /t/ (as in "fan"), /s/ (as in "sit"), /[/ (as in "she"), /k/ (as in "cat").

Classification of Consonants:

Consonants can be classified based on their place of articulation, manner of
articulation, and voicing. The classification system allows linguists to categorize

and analyze consonant sounds based on their shared characteristics. For example:

Bilabial Plosives: /p/, Ib/
Alveolar Fricatives: /s/, /z/
Palatal Nasal: /n/

Dental Fricatives: /6/, /8/
Velar Stops: /k/, Ig/
Glottal Fricative: /h/

In phonetics, a three-term label is a notation used in narrow phonetic transcription to indicate
specific articulatory characteristics or variations in consonant sounds. The three-term label
consists of three components: the place of articulation, the manner of articulation, and the
voicing of the consonant. Each component is represented by a symbol or a combination of
symbols from the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

1. Place of Articulation: This component indicates where in the vocal tract the airflow is
obstructed or constricted to produce the consonant sound. Common places of articulation
include:

o Ip/ - Voiceless bilabial plosive




It/ - Voiceless alveolar plosive
/Kl - Voiceless velar plosive
/m/ - Voiced bilabial nasal
In/ - Voiced alveolar nasal
/m/ - Voiced velar nasal
[t/ - Voiceless labiodental fricative
Ivl - Voiced labiodental fricative
/sl - Voiceless alveolar fricative
o Izl - Voiced alveolar fricative
2. Manner of Articulation: This component describes how the airflow is modified during the
production of the consonant. Common manners of articulation include:
Ip/ - Voiceless bilabial plosive
It/ - Voiceless alveolar plosive
/Kl - Voiceless velar plosive
/m/ - Voiced bilabial nasal
In/ - Voiced alveolar nasal
/n/ - Voiced velar nasal
[t/ - Voiceless labiodental fricative
Ivl - Voiced labiodental fricative
/sl - Voiceless alveolar fricative
o Izl - Voiced alveolar fricative
3. Voicing: This component indicates whether the vocal cords vibrate during the production
of the consonant sound.
o Voiceless: /pl, It/, K/, I, Is/
o Voiced: /b/,/d/, /g/, N/, /z/, Im/, ln/, Iy/
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For example, the three-term label for the English word "bag" would be:

/bl - Voiced bilabial plosive /ee/ - Near-open front unrounded vowel /g/ - Voiced velar plosive

It's important to note that three-term labels are used in narrow transcription for specific phonetic
analysis and not in everyday communication. In regular communication, broad transcription
using standard IPA symbols is more commonly used to represent consonant sounds.

Overall, understanding the classification and description of consonants is essential for the
study of phonetics and phonology, which are branches of linguistics that analyze the

sounds of language and their patterns.
Description and Classification of Vowels

Vowels are speech sounds produced with a relatively open vocal tract, allowing
the free flow of air without significant constriction or obstruction. They are the

most sonorous and resonant sounds in spoken language and play a central role in




forming syllables and words. Vowels can be classified based on several features,

including the height and backness of the tongue and the shape of the lips.

Three Term Labels of VVowels:

VOWELS
Front Central

Close ] 'Y — )
Close-mid

Open-mid

ae QeD

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one
to the right represents a rounded vowel.

Here is a detailed description and classification of vowels:
1. Description of Vowels:

a. Height of the Tongue: This refers to the vertical position of the tongue in the
mouth when producing the vowel sound. Vowels can be classified into three

categories based on tongue height:




High Vowels: The tongue is raised high in the mouth. Examples: /i/ (as in "see™),
u/ (as in "blue™).

Mid Vowels: The tongue is positioned at a middle height in the mouth. Examples:
/e/ (as in "bet"), /3:/ (as in "bird"), /o/ (as in "go").

Low Vowels: The tongue is lowered in the mouth. Examples: /e&/ (as in “"cat"),
/a:/ (as in "father").

b. Backness of the Tongue: This refers to the horizontal position of the tongue in
the mouth when producing the vowel sound. Vowels can be classified into three

categories based on tongue backness:

Front Vowels: The tongue is positioned forward in the mouth. Examples: /i/ (as
in "see"), /e/ (as in "bet"), /&/ (as in "cat").

Central Vowels: The tongue is positioned at a central position in the mouth.
Examples: /3:/ (as in "bird"), /o/ (as in "about").

Back Vowels: The tongue is positioned towards the back of the mouth.

Examples: /u/ (as in "blue"), /o/ (as in "go"), /a:/ (as in "father").

c. Lip Rounding: This refers to the shape of the lips when producing the vowel

sound. Vowels can be classified into two categories based on lip rounding:

Rounded Vowels: The lips are rounded. Examples: /u/ (as in "blue™), /o/ (as in
"go").
Unrounded Vowels: The lips are not rounded. Examples: /i/ (as in "see™), /e/ (as

in "bet™), /&/ (as in "cat").

. Classification of Vowels:

Vowels can be classified based on their height, backness, and lip rounding. The
classification system allows linguists to categorize and analyze vowel sounds

based on their shared characteristics. For example:

High Front Unrounded VVowel: /i/ (as in "see")




Mid Back Rounded Vowel: /3:/ (as in "bird")

Low Back Unrounded VVowel: /e&/ (as in "cat")

Understanding the classification and description of vowels is essential for the
study of phonetics and phonology, which are branches of linguistics that analyze
the sounds of language and their patterns. Vowels are particularly important in
shaping the melody and rhythm of spoken language, and they contribute to the

overall intelligibility and expressiveness of speech.

Phonetic transcription is a system used to represent the sounds of speech using a
set of symbols. It provides a standardized way to capture the precise
pronunciation of words and utterances in any language. Phonetic transcription is
often used in linguistics, language learning, speech pathology, and other fields

where accurate representation of speech sounds is essential.

In English, the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is commonly used for
phonetic transcription. The IPA consists of a set of symbols, each representing a
specific speech sound, including consonants, vowels, diphthongs, and other
phonetic features. Here are some examples of phonetic transcription using the
IPA:

. Word: "cat" Phonetic Transcription: /kat/

. Word: "sheep" Phonetic Transcription: /[i:p/

. Word: "book" Phonetic Transcription: /buk/

. Word: "think" Phonetic Transcription: /01mk/

. Word: "measure” Phonetic Transcription: /'me3or/

.~ Word: "happy" Phonetic Transcription: /" haepi/

In phonetic transcription, each sound is enclosed in slashes (/ /) to indicate that it
is a phonetic representation. For example, the word “cat™ is transcribed as /kat/,
where /k/ represents the "k" sound, /e&/ represents the short "a" sound, and /t/

represents the "t" sound.




In phonetics, a three-term label is a notation used in narrow phonetic
transcription to indicate specific articulatory characteristics or variations in
vowel sounds. The three-term label consists of three components: the height,
the backness, and the roundedness of the vowel. Each component is
represented by a symbol or a combination of symbols from the International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

1. Height: This component indicates the position of the tongue in the mouth during
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the production of the vowel sound. Common height distinctions include:
/il - Close front unrounded vowel

/1/ - Near-close near-front unrounded vowel
/el - Close-mid front unrounded vowel

/e/ - Open-mid front unrounded vowel

[/ - Near-open front unrounded vowel

/al - Open front unrounded vowel

/u/ - Close back rounded vowel

/u/ - Near-close near-back rounded vowel
/ol - Close-mid back rounded vowel

/a/ - Open-mid back rounded vowel

/a/ - Open-mid back unrounded vowel

/a/ - Open back unrounded vowel

2.Backness: This component describes the position of the highest part of the

o
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tongue during the production of the vowel.
Front: /i/, 1/, le/, /€/, l&/, /a/

Central: /A/

Back: v/, /v/, /o/, 1o/, la/

3.Roundedness: This component indicates whether the lips are rounded during the

production of the vowel sound.
Unrounded: /i/, /1/, /e/, &/, /a/, /a/
Rounded: /v/, /v/, /o/, 13/, la/

For example, the three-term label for the English word "bed" would be:




/bl - Voiced bilabial plosive /e/ - Open-mid front unrounded vowel /d/ - Voiced

alveolar plosive

It's important to note that three-term labels are used in narrow transcription for
specific phonetic analysis and not in everyday communication. In regular
communication, broad transcription using standard IPA symbols is more

commonly used to represent vowel sounds.

It's important to note that phonetic transcription captures the actual sounds of
speech, not the spelling of words. As a result, different languages may have
different phonetic transcriptions for the same word, reflecting the variations in

pronunciation across language.

A Phoneme: A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in a language that can

distinguish one word from another. It is a basic building block of spoken language and
plays a crucial role in forming words and conveying meaning. Phonemes are abstract
mental representations of speech sounds and are not tied to specific letters or symbols in

writing.

In English, there are approximately 44 phonemes, which include both consonant and
vowel sounds. The number of phonemes can vary depending on the variety of English
and the specific accent or dialect. For example, the "r" sound in "car" and "park" is
considered one phoneme in some accents (rhotic accents) but not in others (non-rhotic

accents).
Here are some examples of phonemes in English:
Consonant Phonemes:

/p/ as in "pat"
It/ as in "top”
/k/ as in "cat"
/b/ as in "bat"




/d/ as in "dog"

/g/ as in "go"

/m/ as in "mat"
In/ as in "net"
/s/ as in "sit"
/z/ as in "zip"
/[/ as in "she"
/3/ as in "measure"
/0/ as in "think"
[0/ as in "this"
Iv/ as in "van"
[t/ as in "fan"
I/ as in "leg"
Ir/ as in "run"
/w/ as in "wet"
/j/ as in "yes"
/h/ as in "hat"

VVowel Phonemes:

/il as in "see"

/1/ as in "sit"

/el as in "bet"

/e/ as in "bed"
/&l as in "cat"
/a:/ as in "father"
/o:/ as in "call"
/u/ as in "put"
/u/ as in "blue"
/a/ as in "cup"

/a/ as in "about"




The distinction between phonemes is essential for distinguishing one word from
another. For example, the words "pat” and "bat" differ only in the initial phoneme

(/p/ versus /b/), and this difference changes the meaning of the words.

Phonemes are represented using slashes (/ /) in phonetic notation, such as the
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), to indicate their abstract nature as distinct
speech sounds. The study of phonemes and their distribution in languages is a
crucial aspect of phonetics and phonology, which are branches of linguistics

focused on the study of speech sounds and their patterns in languages.

A syllable is a unit of spoken language consisting of a single, uninterrupted
sound, or a combination of sounds, with a single vowel sound at its core. It is a
fundamental element of spoken words and plays a crucial role in the rhythm and
structure of language. Syllables are essential for understanding the sound patterns
and stress patterns of words in speech.

A syllable typically contains a vowel (also known as a nucleus), which can be
surrounded by one or more consonants (known as the onset and coda). However,

there are also cases where syllables consist solely of a consonant (closed

syllables) or only a vowel (open syllables).

Here are some examples of syllables:

cat" - one syllable (CVC syllable structure: C = consonant, VV = vowel)
"running” - two syllables (CV.CVVC syllable structure)

"elephant” - three syllables (CV.CVCVC syllable structure)

"putter" - two syllables (CVC.CV syllable structure)

- one syllable (V syllable structure)

Syllables are significant in language for various reasons:

. Word Stress: The arrangement of stressed and unstressed syllables in a word

affects its pronunciation and rhythm. In English, for example, the stress pattern




often determines the meaning of a word. Consider the difference in stress between
the nouns “record" (first syllable stressed) and "record” (second syllable stressed),
which are two different words with distinct meanings.

Spelling Patterns: Understanding syllables can be helpful in learning to spell
words correctly. Syllables often follow specific spelling patterns, such as the
doubling of consonants in closed syllables, as seen in "running™ and "butter.”
Phonological Awareness: Syllable segmentation is an essential skill in
phonological awareness, which is the ability to identify and manipulate the
individual sounds within words. This skill is important for early reading
development.

Language Rhythm: The organization of syllables influences the rhythmic flow
of spoken language, contributing to the overall musicality of speech.

In linguistic notation, syllables can be represented using the symbol " " before a

syllable with secondary stress and """ before a syllable with primary stress. For
example, the word "elephant" is transcribed as /'el.r.font/, where the primary

stress is on the first syllable, and the secondary stress is on the third syllable.

Understanding syllables and their structure is essential for various aspects of

language learning, including phonics, phonology, and reading comprehension.
Various Accents of English:

English is a global language spoken by millions of people around the world, and
as a result, there are numerous accents of English. Accents vary depending on
factors such as geographical location, historical influences, cultural interactions,
and language contact. Some of the most well-known accents of English include:

British English Accents:

Received Pronunciation (RP): Also known as the "Queen's English™ or "BBC
English,” RP is traditionally associated with educated speakers from southern
England.




Cockney: A working-class accent from East London, characterized by its
distinctive pronunciation and rhyming slang.

Estuary English: A blend of RP and Cockney, commonly heard in the areas
around the River Thames, including London.

. American English Accents:

General American (GA): Considered a standard accent in the United States, GA
is often used in broadcasting and by national news anchors.

Southern American English: Found in the southern states of the U.S., it is
known for its distinctive drawl and vowel pronunciation.

New York City (NYC) Accent: Recognizable by its non-rhotic "r* sounds and
certain vowel shifts, particularly in words like "coffee" and "dog."

. Australian English Accents:

General Australian: Considered the standard accent in Australia, it is spoken by
a majority of Australians.

Broad Australian: A more pronounced version of the General Australian accent,
often associated with rural areas.

Cultivated Australian: An accent with less pronounced regional features, used
by educated speakers.

Canadian English Accents:

Canadian Raising: A distinctive feature in Canadian English, where certain

diphthongs have different pronunciation from other English accents.

Maritime Accents: Found in the eastern provinces of Canada, with some
similarities to Scottish and Irish accents.

Irish English Accents:

Dublin Accent: Commonly found in the capital city, Dublin, characterized by its
lilting and melodic qualities.

Northern Irish Accent: Varies in different regions of Northern Ireland and can
be influenced by both Scottish and Irish accents.

Scottish English Accents:

Glaswegian Accent: Associated with Glasgow, it is known for its strong, distinct

pronunciation and slang.
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Highland Accent: Found in the Scottish Highlands, known for its more
traditional and rural qualities.

South African English Accents:

General South African English: Considered the standard accent, with regional
variations across the country.

Afrikaans-English: An accent influenced by Afrikaans, a language spoken by a

significant portion of the population.

These are just a few examples, and there are many more accents of English
around the world, each with its unique features and characteristics. Accents of
English continue to evolve and adapt as the language spreads and interacts with

diverse cultures and communities.

Sounds of English Vowel: English vowels have a wide range of sounds, and
their pronunciation can vary significantly depending on the accent or dialect. In
the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), there are around 20 vowel symbols to
represent the different vowel sounds in English. Here are some of the main vowel

sounds of English, along with example words:

/i:/ as in "see"

/1/ as in "sit"

/el as in "bet"

/e/ as in "pen"
I/ as in “cat"
/a:/ as in "father"
/o/ as in "lot"

/a/ as in "cup”

/u/ as in "put”

. /u:/ as in "blue"

. /o/ as in "about" (schwa sound)

./3:/ as in "bird" or /3:r/ as in "learn" (usually represented by /3:/ in non-rhotic

accents)




13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

/o:/ as in "law"
/o1/ as in "boy"
/a1/ as in "time"
/av/ as in "house"
/er/ as in "day"
/ou/ as in "go"

/ju:/ as in "you"

It's important to note that the actual pronunciation of these vowel sounds can vary
depending on the accent or region. For example, the pronunciation of the vowel in
"cot" may be different in British English (e.g., /v/ or /5:/) compared to American

English (e.g., /a:/ or /a/).

In addition to these monophthongs (single vowel sounds), English also has
diphthongs, which are gliding vowel sounds formed by a combination of two
vowel sounds within the same syllable. Some examples of English diphthongs

include:

. /ar/ as in "time"

. /av/ as in "house"

. /o1/ as in "boy"

. /er/ as in "day"

. /ou/ as in "go"

The pronunciation of vowels in English can be quite complex and challenging for
learners due to the various vowel sounds and the influence of regional accents. It's
essential to listen to native speakers and practice to improve one's pronunciation

and understanding of English vowel sounds.
Sounds of English Consonants:

English consonants represent a diverse set of speech sounds produced with

varying degrees of constriction or obstruction in the vocal tract. In the




International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), there are several symbols to represent the

different consonant sounds in English. Below are some of the main consonant

sounds of English, along with example words:

. Stops (Plosives):
/p/ as in "pat"
/b/ as in "bat"
It/ as in "top"
/d/ as in "dog"
/k/ as in "cat"
/g/ as in "go"
Fricatives:
/f/ as in "fan™
Iv/ as in "van"
/6/ as in "think"
[0/ as in "this"
/s/ as in "sit"
/z/ as in "zip"
/f/ as in "she"
/3/ as in "measure" (usually represented as /d3/ in American English)

. Affricates:
/tJ/ as in "church"
/d3/ as in "judge"
Nasals:
/m/ as in "mat"
/n/ as in "net"
/y/ as in "sing"
Liquids:
/I/ as in "leg"
Ir/ asin "run"

. Glides (Semi-vowels):




o J/w/asin "wet"

o [lj/asin"yes"

It's important to note that the pronunciation of these consonant sounds can vary
depending on the accent or region. For example, the pronunciation of the "r" sound
may be different in British English (e.g., /r/ in "run") compared to American English
(where /r/ is often pronounced as a retroflex sound or not pronounced at all).

Additionally, English has some allophonic variations, which means that a single
phoneme may be pronounced differently depending on its position in a word or in
different accents. For example, the "t" sound in "stop" is pronounced with
aspiration (/t"/), while the "t" sound in "top" is pronounced without aspiration (/t/).
These subtle differences contribute to the richness and complexity of English

pronunciation.

To improve one's pronunciation of English consonant sounds, it's essential to
listen to native speakers and practice producing the sounds accurately. Paying
attention to the position of the tongue, lips, and other articulatory features can

help in achieving more precise pronunciation.
Phoneme Sequences and Consonant Cluster in English:

In English, phoneme sequences and consonant clusters are groups of two or more

consonant sounds that occur together within a word. These sequences can be

found at the beginning, middle, or end of words and contribute to the overall

sound and pronunciation of the word. English has various consonant clusters, and
some of them can be challenging for non-native speakers to pronounce. Here are

some examples of phoneme sequences and consonant clusters in English:

Initial Consonant Clusters:
Ispl/ as in "split"
[str/ as in "strong"

/skr/ as in "screen"




/sw/ as in "swim"

Ipl/ as in "play”

[pr/ as in "pray"

/st/ as in "start"

/sp/ as in "spot™

fl/ as in "fly"

[fr/ as in "friend"

ftr/ as in "try"

/dr/ as in "drive"
Medial Consonant Clusters:
/mpr/ as in "emphasis”
Instr/ as in "instruct”
/skl/ as in "muscle”
/fn/ as in "nation"
[fleem/ as in "flame"
/stroy/ as in "strong"
Final Consonant Clusters:
/gk/ as in "sink"

/mp/ as in "jump"

/ks/ as in "works"

/yz/ as in "songs"

/It/ as in "melt"

/ks/ as in "books"

/mk/ as in "drink"

Consonant clusters can be challenging for English learners because some languages do

not have such complex sequences of consonant sounds. Pronouncing these clusters

correctly may require practice and careful attention to the position of the tongue and lips

during speech.




Additionally, it's essential to note that the pronunciation of consonant clusters can vary
between different accents of English. Some accents may merge or simplify certain

consonant clusters, while others may retain them in their full form.

Mastering the pronunciation of consonant clusters can significantly improve one's
fluency and intelligibility in English. Engaging in regular pronunciation practice,
listening to native speakers, and working with a speech coach or language tutor can be

helpful in achieving more accurate pronunciation of English consonant clusters.

Words Accent in English: In English, word accent refers to the stress or emphasis
placed on certain syllables within a word. Word accent can vary based on the number of
syllables in a word and the position of the stress within the word. Understanding word
accent is essential for correct pronunciation and proper communication in English. Here

are some common patterns of word accent in English:

Monosyllabic Words: In one-syllable words, the accent is usually on the single
syllable.
cat, dog, pen, book, box

. Two-Syllable Words: In two-syllable words, the accent is typically on the first

syllable.
happy, table, tiger, apple, doctor

However, there are some exceptions where the accent is on the second syllable:

reCORD (noun), conDUCT (noun), reFUSE (verb), surVEY, aLLOW
. Three-Syllable Words: In three-syllable words, the accent is generally on the first
syllable.

teacher, banana, elephant, desire, balloon

Three Syllable Words: There are also some three-syllable words where the

accent is on the second syllable:

reCORD (verb), conDUCT (verb), reFUSE (noun), surVEYOR, beLIEVE




4. Four-Syllable and Longer Words: In words with four or more syllables, the
accent usually falls on the first or second syllable.

telephone, banana, opportunity, celebrate, imagination

There are some longer words where the accent is on the third or later syllables:

ecoNOmy, inTEresting, phoTOgraphy, revoLUtionary, opPORTunity

It's important to note that word accent can vary depending on regional accents and
dialects. For example, some accents may shift the accent of certain words to
different syllables.

Word accent is crucial for effective communication because placing stress on the
correct syllable can change the meaning of a word. For example, the noun
"record" has the accent on the first syllable (/'rekord/), while the verb "record" has

the accent on the second syllable (/r1 kord/).

Learning the correct word accent patterns in English can help non-native speakers
sound more natural and improve their spoken communication skills. Practice,
listening to native speakers, and paying attention to word stress in context are all

helpful strategies for mastering word accent in English.

Intonation in English:

Intonation in English refers to the rising and falling patterns of pitch or tone used
in spoken language. It plays a crucial role in conveying meaning, emotions,
attitudes, and syntactic structure in spoken communication. Intonation involves
changes in the pitch of the voice throughout a sentence or utterance, and it can
influence the overall interpretation of a message. Here are some key aspects of

intonation in English:

Statement Intonation: In a typical declarative statement, the pitch generally falls
towards the end of the sentence. This falling intonation indicates that the speaker

is making a statement or expressing a complete thought. For example:




"She is going to the store."”

Question Intonation: In direct questions, the pitch usually rises at the end of the
sentence. This rising intonation indicates that the speaker is seeking information
or confirmation. For example:

"Are you coming to the party?"

Yes-No Questions vs. Wh-Questions: In yes-no questions, the pitch rises at the
end of the sentence. In contrast, wh-questions (questions starting with words like
"what," "where,"” "when,” "why," "who," and "how") often have a falling
intonation, especially when seeking specific information. For example:

Yes-No Question: "Did you go to the store?"

Wh-Question: "Where are you going?"

Neutral Intonation: In some cases, statements or questions may have a neutral or
flat intonation, without a significant rise or fall. This intonation is often used
when the speaker is conveying information matter-of-factly. For example:

"The weather is nice today."

"She is a teacher."

Emphatic Intonation: Intonation can be used to emphasize specific words or

phrases to convey strong emotions or stress important points. Emphatic intonation

often involves a sharper rise or fall in pitch. For example:

"I didn't say he stole the money. (Someone else did.)"

"I didn't say he stole the money. (He did something else with it.)"

Contrastive Intonation: Intonation can be used to distinguish between different
elements in a sentence to show contrast or clarification. For example:

"I want coffee, not tea."

"He is a doctor, not a nurse."

It's important to note that intonation patterns can vary among different English
accents and dialects. Native speakers often use intonation naturally, and it greatly
contributes to the overall meaning and expression of spoken language. For non-
native speakers, mastering English intonation can improve communication and

help convey the intended message accurately. Listening to native speakers,




practicing different intonation patterns, and paying attention to context can be

helpful in developing intonation skills in English.

Examples of Phonetic Transcription:

Word: "cat" Phonetic Transcription: /kat/

Word: "dog" Phonetic Transcription: /dpg/

Word: "elephant" Phonetic Transcription: /'el.1.font/
Word: "umbrella" Phonetic Transcription: /am 'bre.lo/
Word: "chocolate" Phonetic Transcription: /'tfo.klot/
Word: "sun" Phonetic Transcription: /san/

Word: "moon" Phonetic Transcription: /mu:n/

Word: "phone" Phonetic Transcription: /foun/

1.
2.
3.
4.
S.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Word: "book" Phonetic Transcription: /buk/

[ERY
o

. Word: "computer" Phonetic Transcription: /kom pju:.tor/

-
-

. Word: "happy" Phonetic Transcription: /" haepi/

=
N

. Word: "jungle" Phonetic Transcription: /' d3an.gal/

[EY
w

. Word: "butter" Phonetic Transcription: /'bat.ar/

H
o

. Word: "mountain" Phonetic Transcription: /'mavn.tm/

=
(6]

. Word: "laugh™ Phonetic Transcription: /lef/

[y
»

. Word: "little" Phonetic Transcription: /'lital/

[EY
\l

. Word: "butter" Phonetic Transcription: /"barar/

[EY
oo

. Word: "think™ Phonetic Transcription: /6mk/

=
O

. Word: "bath" Phonetic Transcription: /bae6/

N
o

. Word: "lazy" Phonetic Transcription: /'le1zi/

N
[y

. Word: "jumped" Phonetic Transcription: /d3ampt/




Conclusion: The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is a standardized system used

to represent the sounds of speech in any language accurately. These phonetic

transcriptions help linguists, language learners, and speech therapists analyze and
understand the pronunciation of words, irrespective of their spelling. It's a valuable tool

for improving language skills and studying the phonetics of various languages.




